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READ THE FOLLOWING  PARAGRAPH AND TRY TO UNDERSTAND AND WRITE DOWN 
IN your H.W.COPY.  

modern democracies, power sharing can take many forms, as mentioned below: 

1. Power is shared among different organs of government, such as the 
legislature, executive and judiciary. This is called horizontal distribution 
of power because it allows different organs of government placed at the 
same level to exercise different powers. Such separation ensures that 
none of the organs can exercise unlimited power. Each organ checks 
the others. This arrangement is called a system of checks and 
balances. 

2. Power can be shared among governments at different levels – a 
general government for the entire country and governments at the 
provincial or regional level which is called federal government. 

3. Power may also be shared among different social groups such as the 
religious and linguistic groups. ‘Community government’ in Belgium is a 
good example of this arrangement. This method is used to give minority 
communities a fair share in power. 

4. Power sharing arrangements can also be seen in the way political 
parties, pressure groups and movements control or influence those in 
power. When two or more parties form an alliance to contest elections 
and if they get elected, they form a coalition government and thus share 
power. 
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